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Introduction
FuturoPresente is the name of the special multi-
disciplinary programme on Dutch culture for the 
youth that was carried out in Italy throughout 2023. 
An initiative of the Dutch diplomatic mission in Italy and four major cultural funds and 
sector-supporting institutions in the Netherlands (the Dutch Performing Arts Fund, the 
Cultural Participation Fund, the Dutch Foundation for Literature and SeeNL), it involved 
over 120 artists and cultural professionals from the Netherlands and more than 30 
local partners, including some of Italy’s most prominent platforms for performing arts, 
literature and film.

In total, about individual 120 activities took place between March and December 
— presentations, performances, screenings, installations, exhibitions, as well as con-
ferences, workshops, artistic residencies and co-productions. Indeed, the programme 
aimed at promoting mid- and long-term cooperation opportunities, besides increasing 
the visibility of the Dutch arts and culture for the youth in Italy. It did so in accordance 
with the customary demand-driven model of the International Cultural Policy (ICB), 
where local partners, who are expected to make a significant investment in the Dutch 
presence in their initiatives, are responsible for all the artistic choices. 

FuturoPresente — a name emphasizing how children and teenagers are not just the 
future, but full citizens of the current time — built on the strong reputation that the 
Dutch artistic production for the youth already enjoyed in Italy, as well as on the ex-
amples of comparable programmes that took place before it, such as Never Grow Up! 
(2019-2020) in the United States. In 2022, the Dutch diplomatic mission and the funds 
and sector-supporting institutions prepared the ground by mapping opportunities, 
reaching out to old and new potential partners in Italy, organizing dedicated visitors 
programmes in the Netherlands and setting up a communication strategy. Special 
resources were made available for the project to meet its goals. This resulted in a rich 
and varied agenda of events that enabled Dutch artists and cultural professionals to 
get (even) closer to their Italian public and counterparts. Arguably — as indications in 
this regard already abound — the programme will lead to further and durable cooper-
ation between a number of the partners involved. 

The following pages are intended to convey an impression of what FuturoPresente has 
meant for its initiators, promoters, participants and beneficiaries in the broader sense – 
in terms of programming, scope and prospects. Numbers are presented together with 
a photo story highlighting some of the year’s salient moments, a press overview and 
quotes from partners.
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PERFORMING ARTS
ROMA EUROPA

CHESPETTACOLO!
OPERAESTATE FESTIVALATER

SEGNI D’INFANZIA

Simone de Jong, Hermit | Photo @Moon Saris
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FuturoPresente had a rich performing arts 
agenda, ranging from dance to (music) theatre 
for young audiences; from performances 
to workshops, from collaborations to 
masterclasses. 

A group of Italian festival programmers visited the Netherlands in April 2022 upon 
invitation of the Performing Arts Fund NL. An intensive four-days programme led to 
several of the participating dance and theatre groups to be hosted in Italy in 2023. 
Besides its partnerships with internationally renowned platforms, FuturoPresente 
helped bring some of the best recent Dutch performing arts productions for the 
youth to a significant number of smaller-scale yet high-quality events, as well as 
performances at renowned festivals like Roma Europa.

The performing arts programme was launched in March with performances in theatres 
of the ATER network and, later on, made a stop at OperaEstate Festival. Most theat-
rical events, however, took place in the autumn, when festivals such as RomaEuropa 
Festival and Segni d’Infanzia had a special focus on theatre groups and professionals 
from the Netherlands. Companies like De Dansers, Maas Theater en Dans, Makiko 
Ito, Andreas Denk/Plan D, Meneer Monster, Ad de Bont, Het Filiaal, Mimewave 
Kids, De Stilte, Simone de Jong and Het Houten Huis were amongst the very diverse 
groups and artists that showed their works in Italy or created new works. 

Most performing arts activities took part in the north of Italy, from Bologna to Manto-
va; in the south the project included partners from Rome and Lecce. FuturoPresente 
also worked together with CheSpettacolo!, the theatre festival linked to Bergamo and 
Brescia, the Italian Capitals of Culture in 2023. Here, six Dutch companies introduced 
themselves to the Italian public and Italian counterparts, some of which hosted them 
within the framework of co-production projects.

PERFORMING ARTS
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De Dansers, Hold your Horses | Photo @Bart Grietens

Makiko Ito, Playjam | Photo @CheSpettacolo! 2023
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Maas Theater en Dans, Bully Bully | Photo @Kamerich & Budwilowitz

Meneer Monster, Lucky Luuk | Photo @Felice Hofhuizen, @Bart Grietens
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Het Houten Huis, IK …eh ik | Photo @Anne Harbers

Meneer Monster, The Big 5 | Photo @Sanne Peper
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LITERATURE

Gijs van der Hammen | Leggenda Festival (Empoli)

CHILDREN’S BOOK FAIRSALERNO LETTERATURA!

STORIE IN CAMMINO
FESTIVALETTERATURA MANTOVA
LEGGENDA

INTERNAZIONALE KIDS
MARE DI LIBRI

PORDENONELEGGE

9



Anna Woltz | Internazionale Kids Festival

Italy is home to some of Europe’s best known 
book fairs and festivals. In addition to that, it 
boasts a variety of smaller-scale literary events 
that draw international authors and books 
enthusiasts to cities and towns throughout the 
whole country. 

FuturoPresente made its debut at the Children’s Book Fair in Bologna, then continued 
its journey through festivals such as Leggenda, Internazionale Kids, Salerno Letter-
atura, Mare di Libri, Storie in Cammino, PordenoneLegge. The prestigious Festivaletter-
atura Mantova hosted an entire focus on Dutch literature for children entitled 
“Quattro passi nei Paesi Bassi”.

Illustrator Thé Tjong-Khing and author Enne Koens made extensive tours and held 
workshops, with the former also opening an exhibition on his work at the Palazzo delle 
Esposizioni in Rome, whereas Dutch book illustration for children was a central theme 
at the Graphic Days in Turin. Moreover, a special attention was devoted to the profes-
sionalisation of translators of youth literature from Dutch into Italian and vice versa. 

The Dutch Foundation for Literature, Flanders Literature and the Dutch diplomatic 
mission in Italy organised a three-day translation laboratory in Milan with the partici-
pation of authors Toon Tellegen and Enrico Galiano, and Rome’s book fair Più Libri Più 
Liberi hosted a translation slam on children’s literature from the Netherlands.
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Graphic Days | Turin

Mare di Libri | Rimini
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FuturoPresente | Festivaletteratura (Mantova)

Cristina Marasti (Iperborea) with Dutch-Italian translators | Dutch Consulate-General (Milan)

12



Enne Koens | Festivaletteratura (Mantova)

Edward van de Vendel and Italian author Davide Morosinotto | Festivaletteratura (Mantova)
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Edward van de Vendel signing books in Mantova
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FILM
FESTIVAL DEI POPOLI

GIFFONI FILM FESTIVAL DUEMILA30BIOGRAFILM FESTIVAL
BERGAMO FILM MEETING

Guillermo Seymonson, mentor of YOPE | Tutta un’altra storia (Bologna)
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In July, the little Southern Italian town of 
Giffoni-Valle Piana hosts one of the most famous 
international festivals entirely dedicated to film 
productions for young audiences. 

Within the framework of FuturoPresente, Dutch film for the youth was of course well 
represented at the Giffoni Film Festival, with a focus on short movies from the Neth-
erlands in addition to the feature films competing for the awards. But the Dutch film 
industry for the youth was also a focus at the Festival dei Popoli in Florence, and at an 
emerging platform as the Bergamo Film Meeting. 

A number of additional activities enriched the FuturoPresente film agenda. A special 
one was Tutta un’altra storia – a project bringing together Biografilm Festival, four doc-
umentary directors from the Netherlands, the Dutch organisation YOPE and inmates 
of the juvenile correction facility Pietro Siciliani in Bologna, who attended a series of 
creative workshops aimed at developing empathy. Duemila30, a festival dedicated to 
young creatives, gathered in Milan aspiring directors, festival programmers and film 
professionals from the Netherlands to promote sustainable development and social 
inclusion through storytelling.
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Directors Shamira Raphaëla and Niki Padidar with the teams of Biografilm Festival (Bologna) 
and the cultural office of the Dutch Embassy in Rome

The Dutch delegation | Giffoni Film Festival in Valle Piana (Salerno)
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Teams and participants | Closing ceremony Duemila30 (Milan)
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On October 5th — 6th, the Teatro Sociale in 
Trento was home to the international conference 
Cultural Education for Tomorrow, organised by the 
Cultural Participation Fund, the Dutch Embassy and 
Consulate-General in Italy, BAM! Strategie Culturali 
and the Centro Servizi Santa Chiara. 
The conference focused on cultural education and participation for schools and the 
youth, involving more than 100 Dutch and Italian cultural professionals with diverse 
backgrounds who exchanged their knowledge and experience. The event consisted 
of two plenary sessions and a programme of in-person activities (workshops, project 
presentations, PechaKucha’s, networking moments). 

The guests and contributors — who were selected through an open call in May — 
were able to introduce themselves and their work, debate with their counterparts on 
a variety of urgent matters and challenges, and share good practices. Visions, trends, 
policies and strategies in relation with cultural education in Italy and the Netherlands 
were addressed, with chance to explore international cooperation opportunities.
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Presentation by Federico Borreani | Photo: @BAM! Strategie Culturali
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—Kek films
—Stichting Scholen in de Kunst
—Stichting Trias
—Waag Society Foundation
—Stichting Assitej Netherlands
—Stichting Ars Positum
—Maas Theater and Dance
—Stichting Cultuurplaats
—Atelier Gonny Stuut
—Bakfietsjuf
—Stichting Kopa
—Stichting Museon-Omniversum
—Stichting En...Actie
—Stichting Click F1
—Stichting Rijnbrink
—Stichting SMAAK
—Stichting Story Academy
—Vereniging CultuurProfielScholen Voort-
gezet Onderwijs (VCPS-VO)
—YOPE Young Perspectives Foundation
—School der Poëzie
—Stichting Bibliotheek Waterweg
—Fryske Toaniel Foundation Tryater
—Stichting Introdans
—Jakop Ahlbom Company
—Labinjo

—Nina Eva van der Zouwen
—Scapino Ballet Rotterdam
—Stichting De Stilte
—Stichting De Witte Pomp
—Stichting Het Hoofd
—Stichting House of Nouws
—Stichting Kleintjekunst
—Stichting ROSE
—Stichting Syndicaat
—Stichting Theater- en Productiehuis Almere
—Assitej Italia
—Associazione Etre
—Atelier Héritage
—ATER Fondazione
—Biblioteche pubbliche di Milano
—Cinemovel Foundation
—Cineteca di Bologna / Schermi e Lavagne
—Diskolé APS
—Fondazione Arnoldo e Alberto Mondadori
—Fondazione Cariplo
—Fondazione Caritro
—Fondazione Compagnia di San Paolo
—Fondazione Haydn di Bolzano e Trento
—Fondazione Roberto Franceschi Onlus
—Fondazione Romaeuropa
—Fondazione Sipario Toscana

—Fondazione per la Scuola
—Fondazione Teatro Ragazzi 
e Giovani Torino
—Giallo Mare Minimal Teatro
—Giffoni Film Festival
—Hangar Piemonte
—Immaginare Orlando
—La Piccionaia
—Le compagnie Malviste APS
—Mart, Museo di arte moderna e contempo-
ranea di Trento e Rovereto
—Direzione Generale Cinema e Audiovisivo, 
—Ministero della Cultura
—Muse – Museo della Scienze di Trento
—Museion Museo di arte moderna e 
contemporanea
—Oriente Occidente
—Qui e Ora Residenza Teatrale
—Segni d’infanzia Associazione
—Sistema Bibliotecario Trentino
—Social Community Theatre
—Teatri Stabil Furlan
—Teatro dell’Argine
—Teatro Pubblico Pugliese – Consorzio 
Regionale per l’Arte e la Cultura
—Teatro Stabile di Bolzano

List of participants in Cultural Participation for Tomorrow
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Pecha kucha session in Trento | Photo: @BAM! Strategie Culturali

Presentation by Eva Vasseur, De Waag | Photo: @BAM! Strategie Culturali

21



Presentation session in Trento | Photo: @BAM! Strategie Culturali

Presentation by Eldridge Labinjo, Move to leadership | Photo: @BAM! Strategie Culturali
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Hermit, Simone de Jong Company
at Teatro Telaio (Brescia)

Hold Your Horses, De Dansers
at Teatro Comunale Laura Betti (Casalecchio di RenoBO)

Anne e Zef, Ad de Bont
at Liceo Linguistico Righi (Cesena)

Bigman, Joe Tichelman
at Cinema Concordia (San Marino) 

Hermit, Simone de Jong Company
at Cinema Teatro Comunale (BomportoMO)

Workshops, masterclasses and events
at Children’s Book Fair (Bologna)

The Soft Palace, Studio Ossidiana
at Quartiere Librino (Catania)

Animation film screenings
at Bergamo Film Meeting (Bergamo)

Anne Frank, una storia attuale (exhibition)
at Gallerie Peschiera (Cesena)

Quinto Express, Discovering Culture
Compagnie Malviste & Peter de Boer (Milano)

Lucilla e le ragazze, Annet Schaap
at Biblioteca Comunale dell’Archiginnasio (Bologna)

Anne Frank, una storia attuale (exhibition)
at Museo Civico di Palazzo Romagnoli (Forlí)

Enne Koens Tour
in Lodi, Bologna, San Lazzaro, Padova, Schio and Monselice

3rd

18th

21st

29th

5th

6th — 9th

2nd — 4th

11th — 19th

14th — 7th may

13th — 18th

19th

9th — 11th april

12th — 15th

Activity 
Calendar

March

April
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Xaviera Altena, Floor Rieder and Loes Riphagen
at Graphic Days (Turin)

Cultural education project with Atelier Héritage and Imagine IC
at Primary School Aristide Gabelli (Turin)

Gijs van der Hammen and Hanneke Siemensma
at Leggenda Festival (EmpoliFI)

Anna Woltz, Ton Meijer, Marijje van Stralen and Abigail Richards
at Internazionale Kids Festival (Reggio Emilia)

Rico Hop, Bas Schel, Edward van de Vendel
at Salone Internazionale del Libro (Turin)

Screenings, workshops and conferences
at Hip Hop Cine Fest (Rome)

22nd

12th — 14th

13th — 14th

11th — 14th

18th — 22nd

4th — 14th

May

Enne Koens on tour 
at Storie in Cammino (FiorenzuolaFI), Libreria Cleio L’Ornitorinco (Colle val d’ElsaSI), 
Festivaletteratura (Mantova), Pordenonelegge (Pordenone) and Libreria Todoro, 
Portogruaro and GruardoPN

Forrest Jump, Plan D
at CheSpettacolo! (Bergamo-Brescia)

Edward van de Vendel, Annet Schaap and Ton Meijer
at Festivaletteratura (Mantova)

Marc ter Horst
at Pordenonelegge (Pordenone)

30th

7th — 10th

1st — 17th

13th — 14th

September

Ibtisam Harrak, Nedra Arsenovic-Kenzari, Merel Gilsing, 
Kim Schonewille and Maureen Prins
at Film Festival Duemila30 (Milan)

Guus Kuijer and Derk Visser
at Mare di Libri (Rimini)

Derk Visser
at Salerno Letteratura (Salerno)

Shamira Raphaëla, Niki Padidar, Sajid Khan Nasiri 
and Eefje Blankevoort
at Biografilm Festival (Bologna)

9th — 11th

9th — 19th

16th — 18th

17th — 24th

June

Bully Bully, Maas Theater en Dans
at OperaEstate (Bassano del GrappaVI)

Film screenings
at Giffoni Film Festival (Giffoni-Valle PianaSA)

15th

20th — 29th

July
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Hold your horses, De dansers
at CheSpettacolo! (Bergamo-Brescia)

Het Filiaal Theatermakers, Het Houten Huis and Meneer Monster
at RomaEuropa Festival (Rome)

Vice-versa workshop on literary translation NL-IT
at Laboratorio Formentini (Milan)

De Dansers and Meneer Monster
at Segni New Generations Festival (Mantova)

PlayJam, Makiko Ito
at CheSpettacolo! (Bergamo-Brescia)

Lucky Luuk, Meneer Monster
at CheSpettacolo! (Bergamo-Brescia)

Bestiario Fantastico, an exhibition on Thé Tjong-Khing
at Palazzo delle Esposizioni (Rome)

Spoon Spoon, De dansers
at CheSpettacolo! (Bergamo-Brescia)

Mime Wave
at Manifatture Kos, Kids Festival (Lecce)

Bully Bully, Maas Theater en Dans
at CheSpettacolo! (Bergamo-Brescia)

Cultural Education for Tomorrow, international congress
at Centro Servizi Santa Chiara (Trento)

Screenings and meetings
at Popoli for Kids, Festival dei Popoli (Florence)

Translation and illustration slam on Dutch children’s literature
at Piú Libri Piú Liberi (Rome)

26th

2nd — 3rd

1st — 5th

7th — 8th

14th — 15th

5th

10th

3rd

5th — 6th

4th — 12th

28th — 29th

11th — 13th

10th — 19th

December

October

November

17th — 28th jan
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IN THE PRESS
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IN THE PRESS
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FOCUS
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The programme’s colourful logo was designed 
by Rotterdam-based illustrator Xaviera Altena. It 
depicts how exchange between cultures can lay 
the foundation for talent development and mutual 
inspiration. In Altena’s words, “to keep balance, we 
all need each other”.

LOGO
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Studio Ossidiana, La casa tappeto | Librino (Catania)
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FuturoPresente could not have reached its 
audience without the effort of a passionate 
and well-coordinated communication team. 

Besides the funds’ communication experts, 
professionals on the Italian side helped raise the 
awareness on the campaign. Milan-based studio 
BlankHub was responsible for the graphic identity 
and online communication of FuturoPresente, 
whereas Patrizia Renzi, Giulia Magi and Irene 
Pepiciello made sure Italian readers could get 
informed on its activities.

COMMUNICATION
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It was a delight to perform Hermit for Italian children and their 
families, we connected and got very enthusiastic reactions. We 
have enjoyed immensely the hospitality and generosity of the 
Italian organizations we worked with. We loved to perform within 
the beautiful concept of ‘Sciroppo di Teatro’ from ATER and also our 
experiences in Lecce, with Telaio in Brescia, and in Forli were vivid 
and heartwarming. Thanks to everyone who made this exchange 
possible.

Our participation in FuturoPresente put us in the spotlight of 
a new, international audience. It was very honorable to play at 
RomaEuropa Festival, among others. The audience loved our visual, 
physical family theatre. For our new arts plan, a new project has 
been rolled out in collaboration with an Italian artist.

“
“

CHRIS KOOPMAN | Artistic leader, actor and director Meneer Monster

SIMONE DE JONG | Artistic director of Simone de Jong Company

QUOTES
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The FuturoPresente-project was an enriching experience for De 
Dansers. It benefited greatly our international network, not just 
in Italy, but throughout Europe. It was inspiring to meet so many 

Italian colleagues. We learned a lot about the performing arts 
climate and audience in Italy. As a result, it will be easier to 

cooperate with and tour in Italy in the future.

Our experience at the cultural participation congress in Trento 
was unforgettable! The number of inspiring conversations and 

presentations made a huge impression.

“
“

NIEK VAN DER HORST | Stichting Syndicaat

MIRIAM GILISSEN | Business manager of De Dansers

QUOTES
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The Team

Embassy
Bas Ernst

Babs van Lieshout
Stella Di Meo

Consulate-General
Stefano Musilli

Dutch Performing Arts Fund
Anja Krans 

Suzanne Burger

Dutch Foundation for Literature
Agnes Vogt

Jan Steinz

SeeNL
Ido Abram

Lisa Linde Nieveld 

Cultural Participation Fund
Natasja Kraf

Lucien Ravensberg
Sonja Rinkel

Communication Team

Patrizia Renzi
Giulia Magi
Irene Pepiciello
Valeria Beccari
Silvia Laera
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